
Allystair Jones’ academic career has taken a lot of twist and turns. After high 
school, he was working with a construction company making way too much money. 

Because of this, he felt he did not need to go to college, but it was not long before 
he found he was missing something. He enjoyed the physical work, but the 

environment left him wanting. Originally Mr. Jones thought he would be a business 
major and initiated his academic career at a junior college much like Odessa but 
after taking a few classes he found himself leaving the classes dumber than he had 

entered. At the same time, he would leave his house late at night to drive through 
the desert in search of geckos and snakes. One such night he was particularly 

successful and it lead him to change his major to Biology. This was an amazing 
change and he loved every class. It was not long before Mr. Jones moved to Saint 
George, Utah, began a job that facilitated college attendance, and started focusing 

on school. 
 

During his attendance at Dixie State University, he heard about a research project 
that involved climbing, hiking, swimming, and rappelling through Zion National 
Park. Mr. Jones had worked professionally as a climbing guide before and was a 

great fit for the research team. He loved moving through the different canyons 
catching frogs, collecting data, and trying to make sense of it all. He graduated with 

Bachelor of Science in Biology in 2011 and decided to pursue a graduate degree 
where he could do more research. Before he started a graduate career he taught 

summer classes at Dixie State University. 
 
When Mr. Jones started working on his graduate degree, he worked with many 

different professors in their classrooms and they all mentioned the way he would 
light up when he was able to teach classes. They also mentioned Mr. Jones was 

good at teaching and urged him to pursue teaching as a profession. Well, he 
wanted to do research and it was not until his advisor sat him down and told him he 
really thought he should pursue teaching that he began to think seriously about it. 

Mr. Jones took some graduate teaching courses and loved them and started 
teaching as an adjunct for Brigham Young University. After he graduated with a 

Master of Science in Evolutionary Ecology in 2014 he started looking for full time 
teaching jobs and discovered Odessa College. So, here he is teaching. :) He is not 
trained as a teacher, he is trained as a scientist which allows him the freedom to 

think outside the box and his classes do not follow the standard lecture format. 
While his classes require much work on the part of the student, he wants the 

students to enjoy Biology and feel a sense of wonder and amazement for our 
incredible home. 
 

Quotes 
"Wonder and Skepticism make a good scientist" ~ Carl Sagen 
 

"Favor the question, always question. Do not accept answers as definitive. Answers change, questions 
do not. Always question those who are certain of what they are saying. Always favor the person who 
is tolerant enough to understand that there are no absolute answers, but there are absolute 
questions!" ~ Elie Wiesel 
 
"Facts are stupid things; until brought into connection with some general law" 
 ~ Louis Agassiz 

 



 

"Knowledge is a wild thing, and must be hunted before it can be tamed"  
~ Suzanne Shale 
 

"Ignorance more frequently begets confidence than does Knowledge"  
~ Charles Darwin 
 
"He that fights with monsters should look to it that he himself does not become a monster" ~ Fredrich 
Nietzsche 
 
"The formulation of a problem is often more essential than its solution, which may be merely a matter 

of mathematical or experimental skill" ~ Albert Einstein 
 
  

 


